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able to come and say, we want to work
with juvenile delinquents, in this case
with father questions, in other cases
with homeless questions, we have to
meet these criteria of serving this pop-
ulation. But in doing that, because we
have seen that character matters, that,
in fact, you do not have to, if you are
a Catholic priest, take your collar off,
you do not have to strip the crucifixes
off your room. That part and parcel of
the effect of faith-based organizations
is their faith and character.

Lastly, as far as this question of
bringing the State into the church, the
fact is that if it is a church-based enti-
ty or a church, if you say it can only
come from an entity, you bring the
government by default into the church.
If you say that it can be either, you
only bring the government in if there
is a question about the grant. Under ei-
ther way we do this, under the Edwards
amendment or the existing, if there is
a question about the grant, of course
the government comes in. It would be
illegal use of funds.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the resolu-
tion.

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the resolution.
The question was taken; and the

Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 278, nays
144, not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 582]

YEAS—278

Aderholt
Allen
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldacci
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Berkley
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop
Blagojevich
Bliley
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehner
Bonilla

Bono
Borski
Boswell
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Campbell
Canady
Cannon
Cardin
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth-Hage
Clement
Coble
Collins
Combest
Cook
Cooksey
Cox
Cramer
Crane

Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis (FL)
Davis (VA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DeLay
DeMint
Diaz-Balart
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
Engel
English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Everett
Ewing
Fletcher
Foley
Forbes
Ford
Fossella

Fowler
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Goode
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Granger
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoeffel
Hoekstra
Holden
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Isakson
Istook
Jenkins
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kasich
Kelly
King (NY)
Kingston
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuykendall
LaHood
Latham
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo

Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Maloney (CT)
Manzullo
Mascara
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McIntyre
McKeon
Menendez
Metcalf
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Morella
Myrick
Napolitano
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nussle
Ortiz
Ose
Oxley
Packard
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Pease
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Phelps
Pickering
Pitts
Pombo
Porter
Portman
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Quinn
Radanovich
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Reyes
Reynolds
Riley
Rivers
Rodriguez
Roemer
Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rothman
Roukema

Royce
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Sabo
Salmon
Sandlin
Sanford
Saxton
Schaffer
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shaw
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stump
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Toomey
Traficant
Turner
Upton
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wise
Wolf
Wynn
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—144

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baldwin
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Bentsen
Berman
Bonior
Boucher
Boyd
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Capps
Capuano
Carson
Clay
Clayton
Clyburn
Coburn
Condit
Conyers
Costello
Coyne
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
Delahunt
Deutsch
Dickey
Dicks
Dingell

Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Edwards
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Frank (MA)
Frost
Gejdenson
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green (TX)
Gutierrez
Hastings (FL)
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Holt
Hooley
Hoyer
Inslee
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee

Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
Kleczka
Klink
LaFalce
Lampson
Lantos
Largent
Larson
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Martinez
McCarthy (MO)
McDermott
McGovern
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Millender-

McDonald
Miller, George
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan

Moore
Nadler
Neal
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Owens
Pallone
Payne
Pelosi
Pickett
Pomeroy
Rahall
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sanchez

Sanders
Sawyer
Schakowsky
Scott
Serrano
Shadegg
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Spratt
Stabenow
Stark
Strickland
Stupak
Tauscher
Thompson (CA)

Thompson (MS)
Thurman
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Velazquez
Vento
Visclosky
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Weiner
Wexler
Weygand
Woolsey
Wu

NOT VOTING—11

Boehlert
Deal
Gutknecht
Hill (IN)

LaTourette
Matsui
Murtha
Scarborough

Smith (TX)
Tierney
Towns
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Mr. SPRATT changed his vote from
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BONIOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise for
the purposes of inquiring of the major-
ity leader the schedule for the remain-
der of the week.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Michigan for tak-
ing this time, if the gentleman would
yield.

Mr. BONIOR. I yield.
Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, appropri-

ators are working very hard to wrap up
the final bills. It is obviously difficult
to get a read on it and we are working
very hard on that. I will try to inform
the Members as we go along how that
is going, but, Mr. Speaker, the likely
scenario is that it is our hope that we
may be able to finish this up today.
That is something that is very deli-
cate. We will try to take a read.

I know Members want to not work
tomorrow, as it is a very important
day for so many of us, with Veterans
Day. We will be in pro forma tomorrow,
irrespective of how this works out,
whether we can finish tonight or the
early hours of tomorrow morning; or if,
in fact, things do not go well with the
paperwork or the negotiations, we
might otherwise have to come back
Friday and complete our work. We will
try to get Members notice regarding
the extent to which we will either stay
late tonight or hold over until Friday
at such a time that would make it pos-
sible for Members to make some ar-
rangements for them to travel for Vet-
erans Day tomorrow.

The House will only be in pro forma
tomorrow, in any event. If we find it
necessary to go out for Veterans Day,
we would expect to be back here noon
on Friday to take up the final work,
have the final votes and complete our
work and complete the year on Friday.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-

ing my time, if I might, there obvi-
ously is a lot of concern over the sched-
ule by Members, I think it is fair to
say, on both sides of the aisle. We are
being told indirectly that we may be
here until 2 or 3 a.m. tonight and then
be back, as you have just pointed out,
if, in fact, we do not finish tonight,
which does not seem remotely possible,
given the problems that are still out
there, that we would be back on Fri-
day, and I gather possibly throughout
the weekend if we do not finish on Fri-
day.

One of my concerns is the fact that
Members who need to travel a great
distance to be with their constituents
on a day that honors our men and
women who fought and died for our
country will not be able to make that
schedule if we are restrained to your
schedule. In addition to that, of course,
Members have events scheduled
throughout this weekend.

If we are not going to be at the point
where we can finish this weekend, does
it not make sense to let people con-
tinue to do their work and to come
back early at the beginning of next
week and try to resume this?

b 1200
Mr. ARMEY. If the gentleman would

yield further, and I do appreciate the
point. Obviously, a great many of our
Members appreciate the point just
made by the gentleman from Michigan.

However, as the gentleman knows,
when we are working through these
final points of the negotiations and we
finally get to an agreement, it is al-
ways, I think, prudent to have our-
selves in a position that when every-
body says, okay, this is it, I agree, that
we can get as quickly from that point
of agreement to the floor of the House
of Representatives.

As things are left to lay over, we may
find ourselves extending our work here,
or having it extended on our behalf, be-
yond that time. What we are trying to
do is to maintain the kind of options
that will make it possible for all of our
Members to seize that moment when
everybody is in agreement, recognizing
that these can be passing moments, but
at that moment to seize that moment
and move the work to the floor and get
it completed. We believe it is prudent,
and we believe in the larger interest of
the Members necessary, to keep that
option available to us and keep it at
hand.

We will keep you as much informed.
The critical concern the Member has, I
would think right now, is if the gen-
tleman is not going to have the vote on
the final package between midnight
and 4 a.m. tomorrow, let me know as
early in this day as possible, and I will
try to do that.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, is the gen-
tleman from Texas telling us also that
if we do in fact come back on Friday,
that we should expect to work through
the weekend?

Mr. ARMEY. It is my anticipation if
we were to come back on Friday, we

would be able to convene for votes
around noon and probably complete
that work Friday late afternoon or Fri-
day evening, and complete our work for
the year.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. ARMEY. I yield to the gentleman
from Missouri.

Mr. SKELTON. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, this matter is more
than a matter of convenience to the
Members. This is a matter of whether
we, as elected leaders of our country,
have the opportunity to honor the vet-
erans of this Nation.

Airplanes leave this afternoon or this
evening. We will not be in session to-
morrow, as the gentleman from Texas
said, but little good does it do us if
there are no airplanes to take us to
Missouri or Texas or California.

I would like very, very much to be
with my neighbors, my friends, and de-
liver what few remarks I may have to
those veterans who have given so
much. I think it is a matter of priority
that we do that, and that we make that
decision now.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Missouri.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

I would simply say to the distin-
guished majority leader, I have been in
every single one of the meetings that
are taking place on the budget. I think
I have a pretty good idea of how far
along those meetings are. I think each
individual Member has a right to know
how far we have yet to go in order to
reach agreement.

On foreign operations, we still have
at least one major outstanding issue
which is tying up that bill. Even if we
get that resolved, there are at least
three separate Senators who have
placed holds on that bill. I expect that
problem to last a considerable amount
of time.

In addition, with Commerce-Justice,
we have made some fair progress there
on dollar items. In fact, most of the
dollar items, I think all of them, are
resolved. There is perhaps one item
which has people confused on both
sides.

There are a number of language
items which are very far apart, and as
Members know, the United Nations
funding issue is a very major impedi-
ment, and no agreement is in sight on
that.

In addition, on Interior, while we
thought we were making good progress
on those riders, we discovered that a
new rider had been added in one of the
offers that was made to the White
House, so that has caused a significant
dust-up. In addition, we also have the
West Virginia mountaintop mining
issue, which is going to tie up one of
those bills for a long time unless it is
resolved.

Then we have the Labor-Health-Edu-
cation conference, which I just left. In

that, the House this morning and the
White House expected to get a com-
promise offer. Instead, we were given a
non-negotiable demand on the Presi-
dent’s major priorities, and we are still
significantly apart on dollar items. We
had a major dust-up on that this morn-
ing, and we have a huge, huge problem
on child care.

There is not a chance of a snowball in
you know where that we are going to
be able to resolve those issues by the
end of the day. It does no individual
Member of this House any great service
to tie them up when they need to be
going home to deal with their Veterans
Day celebrations.

In fact, sessions like this impede our
ability to get our work done because
every time there is a roll call in the
Senate or the House, we have to inter-
rupt. Yesterday we were interrupted
for two roll calls, and that wound up
delaying the conference over 31⁄2 hours
because of other problems that devel-
oped after those roll calls.

I would urge the gentleman to recog-
nize that a realist would understand
that there is no prayer of wrapping this
up today. We all would like to get it
wrapped up. I intend to be here right
through Veterans Day and right
through the weekend. I will negotiate
until the cows come home. I hope we
can get it done.

But the best thing we can do to Mem-
bers is to let them go home. When the
bill is drafted, every Member of this
House on both sides of the aisle has a
right to have 24 hours to know what is
in it. That just does not go for us, it
goes for the gentleman, it goes for ev-
erybody.

So it seems to me the best thing to
do is to let the negotiators work over
the weekend, recognize that even if we
were to reach agreement tomorrow or
Friday, it takes an immense amount of
time to do the walk-through and the
read-out.

Last year, for instance, there was one
item that we refused to put in the con-
ference, and yet five different times it
surfaced in the draft before we finally
kept it out. So these are problems that
are going to take a considerable
amount of time.

It is a waste of individual Member’s
time to tell them that they may be fin-
ished tonight or tomorrow. There is
not a prayer of that happening, if
someone is inside the room where the
negotiating is going on. In fact, we
were told in negotiations this morning
that they may yet run another sepa-
rate bill at us because they did not like
the way the negotiations were going.

So if any Member believes we have a
chance to finish this tonight, I pray for
them.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, may I just
ask one other question?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has far exceeded his moment of
unanimous consent, but he may pro-
ceed. The gentleman may proceed.

Mr. BONIOR. The question I want to
ask the distinguished majority leader,
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Mr. Speaker, is, and it alludes to what
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) just referred to, is the rumor
that the remainder of the appropria-
tions bills may be actually brought to
us in one package, leaving out some of
the items that have been negotiated
with the White House.

Is there any fact to that rumor?
Mr. ARMEY. Again, if the gentleman

will yield, I want to thank the gen-
tleman for his inquiry.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the re-
marks of the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. SKELTON). I believe the body
would agree with me that there is no
one person in this body for whom we
would be more proud to speak so elo-
quently on behalf of our affection for
the veterans as the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON). We are aware
of and very concerned about this.

In addition, of course, the body is
brought to a sobering realization of
how difficult times are by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY),
with his reliable optimism. Mr. Speak-
er, I would just say to the gentleman
from Wisconsin, Mr. OBEY, I do not
want any more cheese, I just want out
of the trap.

Mr. Speaker, again, I understand, in
these times of these negotiations we all
know from past experience year in and
year out that when things look very
difficult and perhaps even impossible,
in every year there is that magic mo-
ment when everybody says, we can
agree. That moment is at hand. We do
not want to deny our Members the op-
portunity to seize that moment.

We believe, and I think with good
reason through our discussions with
Members of both bodies of Congress
and the White House, that that mo-
ment is at hand. It can happen, and we
need to be here and be prepared for it,
while respecting, as the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) so elo-
quently put it, the Members’ efforts to
pay their respects to our veterans.

I can say to the gentleman from
Michigan, neither side of the aisle, I
think neither side of the building,
wants to put these last five items and
some of the attendant items together
in a singular package. That will not
happen. We are making every effort for
it not to happen, but in at least two
packages related to the final spending
bills and then attendant things, such as
the tax extenders and a few of the
other items we are looking at.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I want to confirm what
the majority leader has said. We have
battled all year long to get these bills
on an individual basis through the
House, through the Senate, and to the
White House. We have been fairly suc-
cessful. In the House we have basically
finished our part of that job before the
August recess.

Then we had a lot of time spent in
negotiations with the other body, and
we have resolved those, but still, every
step of the way we have tried to keep
that commitment, that we send each
bill individually.

Now we are at the point, as the ma-
jority leader said, that all of the hard
problems have now begun to focus. The
easy ones are gone. The easy ones are
out of the way. Now the hard ones are
here. But we are at the point where I
think we can quickly come together
and not necessarily package everything
on a vehicle, but have a package of
agreements whereby if we do this on
this bill, we do something else on that
bill, and we have to have a little give
and take, both here in the Congress
and at the White House.

I will be honest with my colleagues
in the House, the White House has not
been all that negotiating. The White
House has been pretty tough in saying,
here is our line, we are not going to
cross it. That is all well and good, and
I would like to thank the minority
party for applauding the majority par-
ty’s efforts here, and I knew that was a
facetious applause. However, it is our
intention to bring these issues together
now.

The Speaker has spoken to the Presi-
dent personally this morning, and I
agree with the majority leader, we are
about at that point where things are
going to fall into place.

Now, can they be done by Friday? I
do not know. I know our staff on the
Committee on Appropriations have
been telling me for the last couple of
days, boy, I will tell you, I do not think
we can do it. My instructions this
morning were, do not come back to me
and tell me we cannot do it. You come
back to me and tell me we can do it,
and here is how we are going to do it,
and then we will get out of here.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, on that
rousing note, I would ask the Speaker’s
indulgence for one other comment.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, if I
could make two points to the distin-
guished majority leader, let me say
first that I hope that passage of a
multi-billion dollar appropriation bill
or bills is not contingent upon Mem-
bers not having the ability to read it. I
hope that would cause great concern on
both sides of the aisle, if the argument
is the only way we can finally solve
this appropriation conflict of ours is if
we bring together a package and do not
let Members have time to read it and
think about it.

Secondly, tomorrow is not only Vet-
erans Day, it is the last Veterans Day
of the 20th century. It is a century that
has seen our veterans fight in two
world wars, and through all parts of
this globe.

I know I speak for Republicans and
Democrats alike when I say that incon-
veniencing a Member of Congress

should be of no consequence, but show-
ing a lack of respect to the veterans
who have fought those two world wars,
many of whom will not be around to
see the next Veterans Day, is totally a
different thing.

I would plead with the majority lead-
er, obviously, and Democrats and Re-
publicans, to say, it is worth it to show
respect to our veterans on the last Vet-
erans Day of this century to let the
House Members know within the next
several hours whether they can catch
planes back home tonight so they can
make speeches tomorrow morning and
tomorrow afternoon.

Give not us that privilege, Mr. Major-
ity leader, but give that privilege to
our veterans. Let us go home and say
thank you to our veterans for the sac-
rifices they have given on behalf of our
Nation.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker,
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BONIOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Hawaii.

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I
understand only too well the neces-
sities of strategy and tactics, and I re-
spect that. I respect the majority lead-
er’s position and difficulties associated
with trying to pass legislation.

b 1215

I also understand the politics that is
involved. But every Member here, I
would say to the majority leader, is en-
titled to be treated with equal respect.
There are simply logistical difficulties.
Obviously, I have one. But I feel I am
as entitled as any Member here to be
able to participate fully. And if that in-
volves having to alter the logistics of
when the bills hit the floor, then I
think that has to be respected.

It should not take any reminding of
the body that perhaps the most impor-
tant event that took place in this cen-
tury, as least as far as this country is
concerned, took place on December 7,
1941, and I intend to be on the Battle-
ship Missouri for that commemoration
tomorrow night. Not because of any
particular regard I have for myself
being there, but I took my oath of of-
fice in the well of this House along
with every other Member here and I am
a representative, for good or for ill as
far as this country is concerned, from
the First District and I intend to be at
this commemoration representing this
body.

Mr. Speaker, this is the workplace of
democracy. There is no reason whatso-
ever, and no reason to believe whatso-
ever that I can determine, that we are
going to be prepared to move this legis-
lation on Friday. I do not doubt for a
moment that the majority leader and
his negotiators will be doing their level
best to conclude their business on this.
But let us face the facts of life. We can-
not logistically do this and give every
Member an opportunity to pay his or
her respects as they are supposed to as
representatives of this greatest democ-
racy on the face of the Earth. We can-
not be here before next Monday, and I
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ask the majority leader to simply ac-
knowledge that and let us move on
with our business.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will again yield, I want to ex-
press my own personal appreciation for
the fine expressions of sentiment and
commitment I have heard from the
Members on this important matter of
Veterans’ Day. And I can tell my col-
leagues that I am only touched by
what I have heard.

I have talked to the Members of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. They
too, of course, have focused on this
with a great deal of interest and com-
mitment and they have encouraged me
to remind Members that for those of us
who may have difficulties in getting
back to our own districts, that we will
have ceremonies at Arlington Ceme-
tery where, of course, some of our Na-
tion’s greatest heroes are interred, and
we will make every resource available
to assist Members in getting to those
very important ceremonies.

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague and would say in conclu-
sion that I would hope the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARMEY) could be more
definitive in terms of a time within the
next couple of hours so people could
plan accordingly for not only this
evening, but for the weekend if that is,
in fact, what the majority desires, and
I thank the gentleman.

f

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF HON. DALE E. KIL-
DEE, MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from Barbara
Donnelly, assistant district director for
Hon. DALE E. KILDEE, Member of Con-
gress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 2, 1999.

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a trial subpoena issued by
the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Michigan in the case of
U.S. v. Fayzakov, No. 99–CR–50015.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
BARBARA DONNELLY,

Assistant District Director.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

f

FATHERS COUNT ACT OF 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 367 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in

the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 3073.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3073) to
amend part A of title IV of the Social
Security Act to provide for grants for
projects designed to promote respon-
sible fatherhood, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. SHIMKUS in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentlewoman
from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHNSON) and
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN) each will control 30 minutes,
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GOODLING) and the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each will
control 15 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHN-
SON).

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, first let me thank the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN), my colleague and ranking
member, and his tireless, able staff for
their good work in developing both the
programmatic language of this bill and
its funding provisions.

Mr. CARDIN has indeed been a fine
partner, both for his substantive
knowledge and frank and cooperative
working style. I also want to thank my
friends on the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, especially the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Chairman
GOODLING) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCKEON) for their ex-
cellent work on this bill and for their
spirit of cooperation in working out a
compromise between the bills written
by our two committees.

Finally, let me thank my chief of
staff of the Subcommittee on Human
Resources, Dr. Ron Haskins, who has
an extraordinary knowledge of prob-
lems, programs, the law, and the possi-
bilities.

Mr. Chairman, the major provision of
this legislation is the Fathers Count
Act of 1996. This legislation will fund
projects directed at helping poor fa-
thers meet their responsibilities by
promoting marriage, improving their
parenting skills, and developing their
earning power.

Welfare reform stimulated the devel-
opment of far better services for wel-
fare-dependent mothers; services that
could help her identify her skills, pro-
vide her with the knowledge that could
help her succeed in the workplace, find
a job, work, and progress.

This bill is an attempt to provide the
same support and opportunity to the
poor fathers of children on welfare. Our
goal is to help them find steadier em-

ployment and develop their careers so
they can provide the economic support
so crucial to their child’s well-being.

Our second goal is to help them de-
velop a better relationship with their
child and with the child’s mother.
Why? Because kids need dads. Dads
count, just like moms count.

Research unequivocally shows that
the great majority of children born
outside of marriage do not realize their
potential. They are much more likely
to live on welfare, fail in school, be ar-
rested, quit school, use drugs and go on
welfare themselves as adults.

Two decades of careful research now
decisively shows that we are neglecting
the interests of a very specific group of
kids, the children born of unmarried
parents by neglecting the concerns of
their parents and making no effort to
build an emotional support structure,
as well as an economic support struc-
ture, around them.

Welfare reform addressed many of
the concerns of their mothers construc-
tively with help finding a job, sub-
sidized day care and so forth. Now we
need to help their dads find better jobs,
learn to parent, gain the knowledge to
develop a good relationship with the
mom, and marry if they both desire.

We must, in sum, help those mostly
young adults create a more stable envi-
ronment economically and emotionally
for their children so their children will
enjoy the opportunity kids should have
in America.

Mr. Chairman, surprisingly and en-
couragingly, a recent study by re-
nowned researcher Sara McLanahan of
Princeton University shows that at the
time of nonmarital births, over half of
the parents are cohabiting and about 80
percent say they are in an exclusive re-
lationship that they hope will lead to
marriage or at least become perma-
nent.

It seems reasonable to us that if we
develop ways to support these young
couples when they are still exclusively
committed to each other and to their
child, they may be able to maintain
their adult relationship and develop
their parenting relationship.

Thus, our bill will provides a modest
amount of money, $150 million over 6
years, to encourage community-based
organizations and governmental orga-
nizations to conduct projects to help
these young parents. Projects will be
awarded on a competitive basis. Not
only will the projects aim to help cou-
ples develop healthy relationships in-
cluding marriage, but they would also
provide the educational opportunities
and other supports through which good
parenting and relational skills can be
honed and the earning power of the fa-
ther developed.

Even if the parents remain separate,
the projects help fathers play an im-
portant role in their family through
both the payment of child support and
through good parenting of the child
and open communication with the
other parent.
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